
The Mirror of the Sea is an ambitious art project working 
with the Rosetta Windows Gallery, presenting photographs 
from three postgraduate students alongside the works 
of local artists and students in the Docklands area.

The resulting exhibition takes its title from Joseph 
Conrad’s volume of autobiographic essays exploring 
his relationship with, and passion for, the sea.

Thi Bui, Alex King and James Phelps have each explored, 
from unique perspectives, human relationships to 
the sea. Like fragments of biography the photographs 
tell stories of exile, transience and escapism.

Thi Bui / Alex King / James Phelps

THE MIRROR OF THE SEA

An exhibition of photographs exploring 
man’s relationship with the sea

Rosetta Rathbone Art Studios, 26B Rathbone Market, 
Canning Town, E16 1EH 

Wednesday 2nd May - Wednesday 23rd May 2012

www.themirrorofthesea.wordpress.com
themirrorofthesea@gmail.com
@mirrorsea2012

Private View 6-9pm Tuesday 1st May 2012 



Thi Bui

The Ping Pong House

At the bottom of the garden is an outbuilding. Four asphalt coated walls 
topped with blue plastic tarpaulin. He built it himself without plans, just 
cut to fit. Each morning frineds arrive and go inside, at night the lights 
go on. They come here to play. I call this place The Ping Pong House. 

thi.bui@hotmail.co.uk



Alex King

Transient Communities

King photographs a handful of peripheral communities between 
Sussex and Cornwall, exploring the diverse and characterful 
dwellings that have developed independent of the conventions 
of planning. The structures found in these locations are for 
the most part testament to their owner’s personalities, ideals, 
circumstances or resources. Each of the varying communities he is 
engaging with are found in coastal areas. The sea is therefore the 
overarching theme binding the inhabitants, and their homes, to 
place. Forming local case studies of each location King examines 
vernacular architecture, sense of place, and structural transience.

alex@alexander-king.co.uk



James Phelps

Monomyth: The Most Charming Anticipations 
of Strangle Island and Adventures

Since discovering a coconut on a Basingstoke traffic island, James Phelps 
has set out to explore the island in British culture, investigating sites 
linked to some of Britain’s infamous literary phenomionis including 
Daniel Defoe, Robert Louis Stevenson, J. M. Barrie and J. G. Ballard. 
Phelps’ photographs come together with postcards and prints to 
form and imaginative travelogue of discovery and adventure.

j.phelps@hotmail.co.uk


